Features of malignancy in a benign pheochromocytoma.
Pheochromocytomas are rare conditions with a prevalence of 1-2/100,000 in the general population and 1/1,000 hypertensive subjects [1]. 10% of pheochromocytomas are malignant and various attempts have been made to find useful prognostic indicators of malignancy. In general, increased plasma or urine dopamine concentrations or increased homovanillic acid excretion and lack of 131-methyliodo-benzylguanidine uptake have been associated with malignancy [2]. However, to date no specific metabolic, radiologic or histopathologic features of either benign or malignant pheochromocytomas allowing the safe diagnosis of one or the other have been identified. The diagnosis of malignant pheochromocytoma can be made only in the presence of local tissue invasion or distant metastases. We present a benign pheochromocytoma exhibiting several features suggestive of malignant disease.